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SUBJECT: IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON EAST GERMAN TEXTILES 

1. THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC ANNOUNCED SEPT. 25 THAT 

IT WILL PLACE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS ON SELECTED TEXTILE 
GOODS PRODUCED IN THE GDR. THE RESTRICTIONS, WHICH 
WILL BE IMPLEMENTED THROUGH AN IMPORT PERMIT 
SYSTEM, COVER MEN'S SUITS AND SHIRTS, WOMEN'S 
STOCKINGS AND NYLONS, AND KNITTING YARNS. 

2. THE DECISION TO RESTRICT IMPORTS WAS REPORTEDLY 
TAKEN AFTER DISCUSSIONS WITH THE EAST GERMAN 
FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY FAILED TO PRODUCE AN AGREE- 
MENT ON VOLUNTARY GDR REDUCTIONS IN DELIVERIES TO 
WEST GERMANY. THESE DISCUSSIONS FOLLOWED THE 
DISCLOSURE EARLIER THIS MONTH OF BLATANT DUMPING 
BY THE GDR OF MEN'S SUITS AND SHIRTS ON THE WEST 
GERMAN MARKET. 

3. EDITORIAL COMMENTS IN THE GERMAN PRESS, WHILE 
NOT EXTENSIVE. HAVE SUPPORTED THE FRG MOVE. 
FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE FELT THAT THE ACTION WAS 
JUSTIFIED EVEN THOUGH IT MAY HAVE AN UNFAVORABLE 
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INFLUENCE ON FURTHER GROWTH IN INNER-GERMAN TRADE. 
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THE HANDELSBLATT EMPHASIZED THE "SERIOUS MARKET 
DISRUPTION" THAT HAD RESULTED FROM THE GDR IMPORTS. 
HILLENBRAND 
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